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interests are at stake without being able to count on your support where
our interests are more important than yours." By this time the Paris
press had got wind of the German demarche and raised a strong remon-
strance against French participation. The cry went up that there
must be "no unnatural alliance," and the Transvaal was said to be a
very unsuitable subject to divert the thoughts of Frenchmen from
their lost provinces. At one point it seems to have been suggested
in Paris that, if Germany mobilized a flying squadron in answer to
the British flying squadron, France might do die same, but by this
time the Germans were by no means sure whether the French demon-
stration might not be a counter-demonstration to theirs instead of a
joint demonstration with them against England, and the idea was not
encouraged.
Inquiries in Rome and St. Petersburg yielded scarcely better results.
The Italians, to whom the whole design had been disclosed, wished
to be quite sure that the combination would be only a passing phase
which would have the desired result-of bringing England into the
Triple Alliance. The Italian Prime Minister, Crispi, had an open
mind to the proposal, for he was aggrieved at what he held to be the
failure of the British Government to support him in Abyssinia, where
Italian arms had recently suffered a serious reverse at the hands of
Menelik in the battle of Adowa, but he thought it more probable
that the German scheme would throw the British into the arms of
France and Russia than reconcile them to the Triple Alliance. Besides,
what had Italy to gain by it ? Russia had no objection, provided the
others consented, but the German Ambassador had finally to report
to the Russian Foreign Secretary that none of the others would consent.
Testing the ground thus showed once again that the Franco-
German schism governed the situation in Europe. Annoyed as she
might be with British proceedings in Egypt or Siam, France was not
willing to make common cause with Germany to score a point against
Britain. " We can no more forget Alsace-Lorraine," said a French
Minister, " than we wish to make war about it. Events will restore
it to us and all our foreign policy must be subordinate to that end."
This was fatal to the Holstein plan, and Germany was left to face
single-handed the embarrassment which she had created for herself
by her attempt to intervene between British and Boer.
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